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for he believed them not., In like manner when Evils 
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the Severe behaviour of the Almighty _ us, and 
the great Alterations and Changes wh 

pon the face of the Earth , we reaſon with our 
ſelves in like manner, and think that either Proyj. 
dence or Our ſelves are miſtaken: We are ready to 
ſay, How doth God know? And, 7s there Knowledge in 
the Moſf High ? Nay, we do not only doubt ot his 
Providence, but alſo of his Phweg. likewsſe And 
when his Prophets and Miniſters denounce Judpe- 
ments againſt us, we cry out with that Incredulous 
Captain, /f the Zord ſhould make windowes. in Heaven 
could ſucha thing be ? Beloved, If we were ready to 
fall into ſo great a misbehiet of the-Knowledgs and 
Power of the Almighty , withour: doubt *tis when 
we ſee the great Changes, Deſolations, and heay 
Tudgments which this Common-Wealth hath for 
{ome time ſince lay groaning under : But more eſpe- 
cially this laſt Heavy and Dreadful One, by which as 
by a Second Deluge the Almighty tor our unexpiable 
Sins ſeems to threaten an utter Deſtruction, and ready 
to deſtroy the Jour leavings of a Mercileſs Enemy. 
And I am very lure there are but few here but what 
thought or have been ready to ſay in like manner, If 
the Lord ſhould bring a Deluge upon us, could ſuch 
a thing be> When we hear of or receive any good 
thing contrary to our expectation , 1t Taviſhes our 
Hearts even to an Exſtaſie: witneſs good Facob, who 
hearing his Son Joſeph was living, bs Heart /ahuilf a, 


come upon us unawares, unlooked for , they daffior 
only ſurprize us, but amaze and confound us £0 
#1li when he heard the Ark of God was taken, He fel 
backwards from his Seat and brake his Neck. Beloved,1. 
think our heavy Misfortunes and Diſgraces under 
which we have long ſuffered, are nothing inferiour to 
4:1y ;- but we have been ſtupify'd with Sin, we have 
nor 


ich happen ' 
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not” felt Gods Rod, we have been deafto his Voice:; 
he hath knocked at our Doors-with the-Carinons.of 
our Enemies, but we would-not hear him: but have 
ſent him back again, and grieved the Spirit of God. 
And now, Beloved, we lee him coming; once. more 
towards us in an Element more mercileſs then the. 
Fire of our Enemies ;  youſee him ſtanding atall yout 
Doors, and crying out to you One of the Sever Pro- 
vinces, as he did here in the Text to one of the Seven 
Churches of fa, Behold, 7 ftand at the door and 
knock, | 

Beloved, Let me deſire you then all in this ſad Con- 
juncture, but more eſpecially at this prefent, to open 
your hearts and ears, and conſider with all Atten- 
tion, 

Firſt, What Perſon this is. who ſpeaks thus:to us, 4s 
he is deſcribed in the beginning of this Epiſtle... .- 

Secondly, The entry and manner of /his Ducourſe 
and Aion in this word, Behold ! it 

Thirdly and laſtly, the Action it ſelf, which St. John 
repreſents to us two wayes :. | 

I. 7 ſtand at the Door, 
2. 7 knock, © | 

It is a matter ofno little importance:to us to know 
the quality of him that ſpeakstous : for the Audience 
and Reception ofa Prince or an Ambaſladour, are far 
different from thoſe of an inferiour degree. And as 

Kings and Princes alwayes ſet forth their Titles and 
Dignities in their Proclamations and Edicts, as for 
Example; The Perfiav Monarchs ſtyl'd themſelves 

King of Kings , The C2/ars affected the Titles of Goal, 

uſt, and /nvincible , The ZTurkiſþ Emperours to 
be call'd Lhmighty , And to be ſhort, Thole of China, 

The beloved Sons of God: Even lo our Saviour at the 

beginning of this Epiſtle ſtyles himſelf, (but farmore 

DB 4 truly) 
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truly) 7 he men, The Faithful Teftimony, The true, 
and ah direidering of God's Creatares,: | 
He calls himſelf the mer, becauſe in him all the 
Promiſes. of God are; 27s, and Amen. He whois 
the men or Truth im the Abſtract ; He who ayes 
men t0 his Father's: Will and Pleaſure;: And laſtly, 


| To whoſe Commands'the whole: Church and every 


good Chriſtian cryes Amen. 

He ſtyles himſelf likewiſe a 7 eitimony, that is to 
{ay, of his Father's Will, of his Obedience : a Teſti- 
mony of his Grace and the Truth of the Church : and 
hſtly, a Witneſs of-our Deportment, and moſt pri- 
vate Thoughts, having cyes like the Rings the 
Prophet Ezekiel ipeaks of round about. - | 

He. calls Himſelf Faithful, both as a Husband, a 
Friend, a Pledge, a Kihg, and aPrieſt; Faithful in his 
Love, Faithful is his Alliance, Faithful-in his Pro-: 
miſs, in his Aſhftance and good Works. 

He calls himſelf Zr, as in other places the 7ruth, 
becauſe he is 77ze in his Divinity, Z7rze in his Hu- 
manity,. in his Offices , Zrne in his Promiſes, Predi- 
ions and Threatnings, þ. | OE 

Laſtly, He calls himſelf 7he Beginning of the Crea- 
tares of God ; or rather who is betore al Creatures , 
the firft. as well as the laſt, the {pha as well as 
Omega: who likewiſe gave the beginning to all Crea- 
tures, and founded the Earth from the Beginning. 
Who: hath Created us:by his Word, Defends us by 
his Power, Protects us: by his Providence ,. who nou- 
Tithes us. by bis Labours, Enlightens us by his Spirir, 
Saves us by his Merit: and if TI may. be ſo bold as. to 


- makethe Compariſon, Ethink-heis not much unlike 


the Figure of Eternity deſcrib'd in the Ancient Me- 
gals ;. tor thereunder the Emblem of a Virgin,a Type 
of Sincerity,, was fignity'd 7 ruth; Faith: was pepre- 

Ented. 


Bed his Thoughts are ſti 
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ſented. by: her leaning on; a Lance, an Emblem of 


Strength : 7 he Beginning of all Creatures was typify'd 


by her having her Head covered'; her having one foot 
ſet upon a Globe, to ſhew her Power over the corrup- 


y . 


tible World, which is God's Creature. 


Be .ye Judges then my Beloved, if He who ſpeaks 
to wie in c Text, He who ftands at our Doors 
and knocks , He who is ſo far above and beyond-any 
Monarchs upon Earth in Dignity and Honour , Judge 
ye, I fay, whether he is not worthy our Audience and 
Reception. Sayes.he, Behold, 7 ftand at the door. A 


phraſe often uled-in Scripture when mention is made 


of any great Affair or Important,tending to the good 
of our poor Souls : Then, I ſay, God awakens us with 
a Zoe, Behold. Man hath no need of this Memorandum 
to.awaken him when there is any Earthly Intereſt in 


the Caſe, as Ambition, Avarice, or the like, at ſuch 
times his Eyes are alwayes open, his Ears attentive, 


and his Mind and THoOgua Active: Nay, even in his 

| waking , he ſlumbers even 
as the Hare or Crane : But when there is any men- 
tion of Heavenly things, of Grace, of the Duty of ſin- 
ful Man, of the Happineſs of the World to come, then 
there is need of our being awakened by God's crying 
out to us, Behold, or Hawker, I add further, When 
God cryes in this mannEFto us, our Eyes are either 
clos'd up as were the Blind man's in the Goſpel , or 
elſe heavy as were the ——_— whilſt Jeſus was in 
his Agony. Our Ears are like thoſe of Samuel, when 
God call'd him at the Tabernacle. In fine therefore 
he hath reaſon to cry. Behold, if He himſelf does nor 


open our Eyes, as he did Gehazie's at the requeſt of 2 Kings, 6. 
Eliſha; if he does not anoint in with the Oygtment of 17+ 


Grace, as he did the blind man of Berh/aaa.- 
Behold, faves He to the Angelof the Church of Zae- 
dices, 1 ftand at the door ; that is as much as it he ex? 
1 
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faid, O Biſhop, O Church of Zzoazces, though thy 


. Sins are many and great, thy Hypocrifie deteſtable, 


thy nakedneſs ſhametul, thy poverty patiful,thy blind- 
neſs inexcuſable, and thy puniſhment juſt, though 
thou haſt abuſed my Gifts, deſpis'd my Bleſſings, 
prophan'd my Image , forgot thy Calling and thy 
Dug, and conſequently made thy ſelf unworthy my 
taking notice of thee,or coming to vifit thee ; yet Be- 
hola, 1 condeſcend, I baſe my lelf to come even unto 
thee : Behold, 7 fland at the door; ana 7 knock, Beloved, 
a thing moſt ſtrange and worth our greateft Admira- 
tion, Weread in Hiſtory, that Lexander ſtoop'd fo 
low as to make {Viſit to Drogeres in his Tub, that 
Pompey inall his ſplendour was found ſtanding at the 
Door of a poor Poſidonins, that Cyrus, Artaxerxes, 
Great Conſtantines, and many other great Emperours 
and Monarchs have ſtoop'd their Grandeur, and co- 
verd Majeſty under a verl of humility, familiarity 
and clemency , things really ſtrange and rare, and 
worthy to be taken notice of: for we ſee how referv'd 
ſome Monarchs are in this particular, eſpecially thoſe 
of Perſia, Ethiopia, Tndia, and China, who ſeldom or 
never communicate themſelves to their Subjects ;,” not 
ſuffering themſelves to be ſeen, unlels at Feſtivals , or 
at ſome extraordinary SoleMities: nor then, but co- 
vered with a veil, commanding the Reverence of their 
aſtoniſh'd beholders. But now, Beloved, this is far 
more Tare to ſee the Son of God no longer in the days 
of his Fleſh, and under the form of a Servant , but in 
an eſtate of Glory , Him who hath ſate at the right 
hand of God the Father; I ſay, to ſee him ſtand at the 
door a he poor ſinful ſons of men. Behold and ad- 
mire the Holy One of Z/7ae! the moſt Juſt ſtanding 


at the door of a poor Sinner, the King of Glory at the 
door of a Beggar, the moſt True at the door of an 
Hypocrite ; an 


the Creator of the whole World - 
the 


L971 
the door of a miſerable Creature, Behold with aſto-' 
niſhment, the Great God laying down his Imperial 
Crown, not only to make our Approach to him the 
more free and ealie, as the Fable reports Lolo did at 
the approach of Phaeton, but even to condeſcend-and 
as it were Undeiftie himſelf to come to our very 
doors. 

And ſince the Approaches of Princes and Monarchs 
are: alwayes preceded by Harbingers and Heralds , 
certainly this of our Saviour's, as St. Fohn expreſſes 
it,could be no lefs then with an ids, a Behold, Behold 
what? Why it followes, 7 fard at the door. Our: 
Saviour is like a faithful Friend, who of his own ac- 
cord comes to give us ſome wholeſome Advice : like 
a Charitable Phyſician who knocks at the door of the 
Sick, bringing with him an Oyntment to anoint his 
Eyes: orlike one oftended, who will not ſtay for the - 
ſubmiſſion of the Offtendor, but moſt — An- 
ticipates his Submiſſion, by ſubmitting himſelt firit, 

las! good Lord, if thou had'ſt ftaid, or ſhould 
ſtay the coming of ſinful man, -Zdam would-ftill be 
hid from before thee, --{braham would ſtill remain in : 
his Idolatry, . David in his Uncleanneſs, Zachers in his 
Extorſions and Ulſuries, Sal in his Rage and Blaſphe- 
mies, and the Angel of the Church of Zaoaicea in a 
wearineſs in Devotion and Hypocrifie : But thanks be 
ro God the Merciful, thanks to our Lord Jeſus, who 
when the poor Sinner thinks leaſt of it, comes tothe 
very door of a poor {dam; Adam where art thou? who 
knocks at the door of an 4bram, 4hbram! who ſends 


a Nathan to David to tell him, 7 hou art the man , who 2 Sam.12,7, 


ſmiles upon Zachexs, and ſayes, Zo day 7 muſt abide at 
thy houſe, who cryes out to a Saul, Saul,Saul, why per- 
ſecnteſt thou me ? And latly, awakens a Church 1n a 
languiſhing condition, ſaying unto her, Be zealous and. 
repext, Who prevents us. in-all our Actions, * - 
oly 
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holy grace call'd upon this accouut , his preventing 
grace,his preparing Rog laving grace: That Grace 
jo often oppos'd by the Diſciples of a Pelagims,fo often 
divided between God and Man, ſo often reſtrained by 
Cafſianus,and accommodated to their own diſpoſitions 
and fancies, but ſince kept up and maintain'd by an 
Auguitine and a Jerome, and by a great number of 
worthy Councils : Preach'd above all by the Example 
and Doctrine of St. Pau! that Herald of Grace. 

And here, Beloved, take notice of three degrees 
of this Grace : Thefirſt is that of which I am going 
to ſpeak , when the Son of God Comes to the door of a 
poor Sinner ; The ſecond, when he kzocks, The laſt, 
where he ſands at the door and ſtayes a pretty while: 
And now methinks certainly Man ſhould be ready to 
go before him, or at leaſt to prepare and make his 
houſe fit for the reception of ſo Divine a Gueſt. ' We 
ſee Princes and Great Men find alwayes open Gates 
where e're they come, and are con acted in with 
ceremony. The Emperour of Fapar alwayes before 
his Progreſs gives an Advertiſement of it to his Sub- 
jets three years before, to the intent they ſhould 
prepare for his Reception. And whoamong us would 
be ſo unkind as to let a Father or a Maſter Ray at the 
Door when they knock ? or rather whois the Maſter 
or Father that could have the patience to ftay knock- 
ing lo long ? Conſider, I pray you, the carriage of 
Naaman the General of the Army of theKing of Syrza, 
he comes to the Door of the Prophet #liſha in quality 
of a Beggar.but nevertheleſs 1s in great wrath hecanſe 
the Man of God came not out.O the great and wonderful 
g-oo0dnels of our Patient Saviour ! He ſtands at the door 
of a preſumptuous ſinner, as wretched Zazarwat 
the door of the Rich-man, or a poor ſuppliant, at the 
door of ſome great Favourite or Maſter of Requeſts : 
he ſuffers a- thouſand rebukes, he ſtands languiſhing 
not only Months but years: He knocks and knocks 
agan 


9] 
again but in vain, he employes all his Patience in 
attending,like the Maſter of the Fig-Tree we read of, 
the firſt, ſecond and third, nay. even to the fourth 

ear: Orlike the Maſter of that Vine, who after a 
Lon and tedious Attendance cryes out, hat could 
have been done more to my Vineyard that 7 bave not done 
to it? The Lord ſtaid in expeQtation a hundred and 
twenty years before he deftroy'd the Old World by 
the Deluge , he would not confound the Builders of 
the Tower of Babel before the Tower was well ad- 
vanced in its height : he would not deſtroy Pharaoh 
until neither Prayers-.nor Threatnings nor Plagues 
could mollifie his harden'd heart. And for the moft 
part it 1s through the Riches of his Bounty, his Pa- 
tience and Long-ſutfering that he hath call'd us from 
time to time, and doth {till call us to an acknowledg- 
ment of our offences. 

7 ſtand at the door, ſayes he ; which is inthe Origi- 
nal, I am before the door. The Son of God is often 
repreſented to be at home , a mark of his Majeſty and 
his Empire: And thus ſometimes he is repreſented 
to us as walking : Thus he walks among the A 
dleſticks of Gold; a mark of his Activity, his Provi- 
dence aid Care of his Church, performing the Office 
both of a General, a Prince and a Mafter. Sometimes 
he is deſcrib'd tous as deſcending , a mark ſometimes 
of his Humility, ſometimes of his Anger, and coming 
to-execute his Judgments upon us :i At othet times 
he. is ſaid-to be /fardirg, either at. the right. hand of 
the Almighty, 'or among the Golden Candlefticks : 
the one to ſignifie unto us his Interceſſion, the other 
his gracious Preſence and readineſs to defend and 
protect. us. ; Thus: he. ſtands ſometimes before the 
doors of; $inners to take notice on one fide of their 
Patience, content and ſo, on the — 
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fhew his continual Vigilance and preſence, his Eyes 
being alwayes open, his Ears attentive, his feer al- 
wayes ready and willing to enter into any poor ſinner 
' that will open unto him: Thus he does not fay, I 


have ftoad at your door , or, I willfana, but, I do ſtand 


at your doors, according as the Greek expreſſes it, to 
ſhew he is alwayes pretent at our doors, though. they 
be never ſo poor and mean : Preſent, I ſay, though we 
ſee bim not at all, no more than did Jacob at the Viſion 
of the Ladder ; 7 he Eternal God us here, (fayes he) axd 
T knew not of #t : Preſent, though: we know'him no 
' more than did the two Diſciples before their eyes 
were openid : \Prefert, though blind ignorant-man 
cannot comprehend the manner of it ; as Job ayes, 
Behold, he ſhall go from before me and 7 ſhall not ſee him, 
Preſent, though the ſenſual and ſenſeleſs man thinks 
he 1s far off, and cryes out as the wicked of old, 7ke 
Lord hath forſaken the Zarth, the Zord ball not {* 
Neither is he only preſent with us conftantly , but 
continually likewiſe calling upon us, and inviting us; 
continually oftering us his Grace and his Peace ; as 
the Lord ſaid, / gave her a ſpace to repent; whether it 
be at the Eleventh hour, that is to fay, at the taft 
hour, as in 'the Parable, orat the end of a hundred 
and twenty years.as in the Example of the firſt World, 
orafter a long Rebellion, as that of J{anaſies. 

But methinks,. Ze/oved, I ſee you impatient to 
know what this Door is at which Jolus ſtands, 7 ſtard 
at the door; (ayes he ; Was it at the door of a Domitian 
fittin upon Ce/er's Throne e Yea, Beloved,but in qua- 
bry ofa Judge, fince this Monſter perſecuted him in 
the quality of a Saviour, by ſpilling the blood of his 
dear Friends Z!avins and Domicelle, for having only 
open'd' the door to. our Bleſſed Saviour, Was it at 
the Court Gates-or Palaces? Yea there likewile, mn 
| | often 
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oftert effeQually ; as in Zaciw's time_the firlt King 
of the Britains, as in the Converfion' of Aſammie, 
Hlexander Severns's Mother, in the Converfion of 
Helen and Conſtantine her Son: But I muſt. confeſs 
he more often ftandsat theſe Doors evilly intreated- 
and rebuk'd , rally'd by Sergeants and Curtifans, 
bufteted by Minions, mocked by HZerods, and per- 
ſecuted by Zgrippa's and Nero's, Was it at the doors 
of the Rich, and the Favourites of the Age ?. Yes, he 
hath ſtood: there, and doth ftand there ſtill; in the 
perſons of the Poor, of Orphans, of Zazarus's. Was 
it at the door of all men in general z How comes it'to 
pals then that he hath left a great part of the World 
towalk in their own wayes without any preaching 
of his Holy Word, without being Call'd, withour 
Grace, not knowing or ever ſo much as hearing of a 
Saviour? . Was it at the doors of the Wiſe men of the 
World > Beloved, T. muſt needs ſay there he hath 
ſtood leaſt, knowing that among theſe ſort of Sin- 
ners his Word would be eſteemed but as folly , his 
My fteries | ridiculous , his Simplicity dull, and his 
Humulity odious as well-as his Precepts ; 7 give thee 
thanks, O Father, that thou hait hid theſe things from the 
wiſe,8&&c, And we lee he hath paſſe the doors of 
Pythagoras's, of Socrates's, of Plato's an HO of 
Cicero's and'Seneca's,, and the moſt wiſe Philoſophers, 
although Antiquity., and ſome few fince have ſup- 
pos'd the contrary, and that they had a faving light. 
Was it at the door of the Juſt or ſome deſerving per- 
ſons? Alas, Beloved, what merit can any one have 
to receive him, when he comes to knock at the door 
of an outragious Marnaſſes, a forgetful David, a profti- 
tute Mand/in, a Prodigal wallowing in his debauches, 
a Matthias turn'd Publican,: of a Few crucifying him, 
or of a Saal perſecuting and blaſpheming him, Belo- 
ved, we need no other ——_ then this in our _ 
| 2 e 
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He ſtands at the-door particularly of this Church. of 
Laodicea,to whom St. Fohn addreſſes his Epiſtle : And 
what was (do you think) this Church in thofe dayes ? 
She was, according tothe deſcription made of her by 
St. John, wholly corrupted, fallen from her Faith and 
her Zeal, fill'd with preſumption and hypocriſie, 
fierce proſperity, proud in her Riches, weary in 
her Devotion, carnal in her Aﬀections, and vain in 
her footiſh Imaginations : yet nevertheleſs 'tis to her 
that our Saviour Addreſſes himſelf, Zoe, 7 am at the 
door, or rather at thy daor,&c. 

I would not have you think that it was at the door 
of her Temples, or Schools, they have been too often 
ſet wide open, ſince we have ſeen, and do ſtill ſee they 
ſhut the door of their Attention to our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, And their Gates are no more the Gates of 
Bethel, but the Gates of Bethaver, houſes of vanity, 

It is no more now, Zift up. your heads, O ye Cates, that 
the King of Glory may come in ; but, Bow down. your 
heads,O ye gates,for the Glory of the world will come 
into the Holy Place. Jeſus does not ſay,'I ſtand at 
the Doors of thoſe houſes who lodged the Members: 
of this Church : but few houſes have had the honour 
viſibly to receive our Redeemer: brams had once; 
and fince that atthiass, Zacheus's, Martha's, and 
bleſſed. HZary's, who from thence forward may well 
cry out with Jacob, How dreadful is this place, It ts none 
other than the Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heaven, 

. Twas inthe Infancy of the World-that he vouch- 
fat'd to ſtand at our Earthly material doors, ſprinkled: 
with the myſterious blood of: the Paſſeover ,. 'tis 
enough-for-us that he ftands-at: ours ag a Guard or: 
Sentinel, making them Houſes of Peace, Houſes of 
Prayer , there where lodge the true Sons of {brahem, 
there: where the Blood! of Jeſus Chriſt is: ſprinkled, 
upon.the door-poſts of our Hearts. and our Souls bu 
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rify'd with the Hyllop of Grace , There where we 
ſee Rahabs myſtical ſcarlet line. faſten'd to our win- 
dowes and Avenues, a mark of Grace and Charity . 

Laſtly, Beloved, it is not at the doors of our Ears 
that this Bleſſed God ſtands ; they are open. with 
little pain; rather the ſtand alwayes wide : open: 
and but few refuſe. at leaſt to -hear of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Nay, this door the very Scribes and Phariſees ; the 
Herods and Pilats, the erippa's and Felix's are al-- 
wayes ready to open : And, Zeloved, the truth is, this. 
is the firſt door ſhould be open'd tohim, for as the 
Apoſtle ſayes, Faith comes by hearing ; but that is but 
the fore-door: the Wide gate opens as well to the 
Devil, the World: and Seducers, as to our Saviour , 
and we may eaſily ſee our Saviour never meant that 


door, when he ſayes a little further in the ſame Epi- 
ftle, hoſoever hath Ears to hear, let him hear: tor Rom.10.17- 


there he means the ears of the Heart. | 
By this, Brethren, we may eaſily ſee our Saviour 

meant the doors of our hearts, which 1s as a back-- 
door, as the Door of ſomePrivy Chamber ; the door 
of the Bride-Chamber, at which our Beloved knocks : 
And now do you think our Saviour would be fatis- 
fy'd if we only open unto him the. other doors ,. the 

oors of our Temples, the doors of our Ears, or thoſe 
of our Eyes or Mouthes ; no, the very Devil himſelf 
is not ſatisfied with that : even he looks. for an open- 
ing of the doors of our hearts, ſometimes he knocks 
by one ſort of Paſſion or Temptation, ſometimes by 
another. 

Our Paſſions,Beloved,are the Devils Harbingers,they 
go before him to prepare his Quarters; our Eyes and 
Ears are the doors at which he enters: And as for the 
Heart, which is as the Garriſen of the Soul, he never- 
fails of one Stratagem or other to make himſelf Maſter 
of it: If lie cannot get into the Heart of. a. David.du-- 
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Ting his Adverfity, be will be fure. to roth in upoh 
him in his rity, if he cannot enter into the 
heart of a Mofes by bis Idolatry, he will be fure to do 
it by his Ulnbelief ; if he cannot debauch a £o# among 
the Sodomites, he will among his own Daughters. 
Thus he-won £1; by his too great indulgence to his 
own Children., Z£zekias by his Pride; Perer by his 
fear: and laſtly, every one, by ſome weakneſs, ſome 
infirmity he finds in them, which he quickly ſpyes 
out and diſcovers with a' great deal more eaſe than 
Dalils did Sampſor's. Wonder notthen, my Beloved, 
if the Soh of God chiefly requires our hearts to be 
open'd unto him: 7s Gaze, fayes the Prophet, ſhall 
be (hat,and n9 man ſhall enter in by it but the God of 1ſrael. 
This, as one may fay, is God's Gate, a Gate of Righ- 
reonſneſſ; we may well call it the Beaurrfad, as long, as 
our Savioiir finds it' fo, and. cryes out, Behold, thou arr 
fair.my Beloved, behold. This is. the true” Water- 
Gate, of which Nehemiah (peaks, out of which flow 
thoſe living waters, thoſe waters which flaw from the 
houſe of God, and the Heavenly SanCtuary ,' this is the 
door of God's Garden of Z4ez, which ought continu- 
ally to be kept and guarded by Cherubims : This 
is the Chamber of the Bride, which ought to be im- 
pregnable but to the true OR Io our Souls ; 
the door of the Treaſury , 'at which none ought to 
have accefs but our Saviour, who is not onely the 
Lord Treaſurer, but even the Treaſure it ſelf. This 
door of our hearts where Chriſt ſtands, is the very 
Centre of Man, the Centre of his Deſires and' Actions: 
And as we fee he hath immnr'd and ſecur'd. this. no- 
ble part with a Membrane, aMidriftand Water round 
about on every ſide, even as a Caſtle is fortify'd with 
Bulwarks, Intrenchments, and Pallifado's: Thus God 


looks nn the Heart of man as his Cittadel, his Pa- 
lace, whe 


re we ought continually to keep a ſtrong 
Garriſon, 


| [15] 
Garriſon; that none may enter: in but him-whom we 
ſhould love with all our Hearts, with all our Souls. 
Beloved, at this very day in Superſtitious Kome, in 
the Year of Jubile,' upon; Zaſter-Zve, the Pope in his 
Pontifical Rabes is carried.to one of the Gates of St. 
Peter, which 1s'never open'd but at fuck times ; he 
knocks gently with a Silver Hammer,uatil at the third 
knock the Door, being ſo defign'd on purpote; falls 
open in a hundred pieces, which the Admiring people - 
gather up with great Labour and Devotion: By this 
& pretending to be Chriſt's Vicar, and to have pow- 
er of opening and thutting the Gate of Grace, accord- 
ing to his good will and pleaſure. . Oh thar this True, 
this Great Vicar-of our Souls our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
would as eaſily break open theſe doors of: our: Hearts: 
If he hath open'd our earthly doors though barra: 
cado'd' never lo fait ,. if he have: of old -open'd the 
Doors from above; the Cataradts and Floud-Gates of 
Heaven, the Bowels of the Earth, the: Ears of the 
Deaf, the Eyes of the ' Blind, and the Graves of the 
Dead : if he only hath the Aey of Devia, that Key 
. Which opexs and none fbuts, and ſbuts and noxe- opens ; 
if he can only ſpeak the word. axd 'tis done, as confel- 
{ed the Centurion : I fay, Beloved, if he hath done or 
can do this, you may be affur'd, when he is pleas'd to 
{ay the word, he canſet wide open this myſtical door 
at which he now ftands knocking. And'T have often 
wondred- that the Femes who atcrib'd only: to God- 
the Key of Rain, the Key of Nouriſhment, the Key 
of the Grave , and the Key of the Womb , that 
they ſhould, forget and omit the Key of the 
Heart. And. we need -no other Example than of a: 
Paul or ſome. other of the Diſciples to convince us 
that -our- Saviour knowes - both how to knock: 
and open at the ſame time: yet nevertheleſs he is 
pleas d ſometimes according to his wile diſpenſation: 
to. 


[ 26 I | 
to proceed gradually in this work of Grace: He knocks 
divers times, and in divers manners, according to the 
.difference of the ſubject, making a diſtintion between 
thoſe who are mark'd with his Seal, and thoſe not ; 
between £zypt and Goſhen, Z{au and Facob, Iſhmael 
and /aac, as he doth between Zabar's ſheep and thoſe 
of 7ſrael: making a difference likewiſe where he in- 
tends either to convert gently, or with force to van- 
quiſh a poor Sinner : The one he does at the firſt 
knock, the other at the thiad, . ſometimes at the laſt 
hour. | . be TERt or 

And now, Beloved, it you ask me how and whatare 
the blows with which Chriſt knocks ? I muſt tell you, 
in my Opinion, theſe are the greateſt : He knocks af- 
ter the manner of the Zacedemonians, who cry out in 
the Streets with a loud voice. when they would enter 
in, hecryes witha ſtrong voice, 1n the firſt place by 
the voice of his Law, when he Thundersand Lightens 
from Mount S:za/, making Sinners underftand: the 
holineſs of his Laws,.'the Majeſty of a Law-giver, the 
ſenſe of their ſins, the number of their Tranſgreflions, 
the ſeverity.of-his Juſtice, the terribleneſs of his -An- 
ger, and his. Judgments,' and the Eternity: of his Pu- 
niſhments':: A Voice, a Knock,enough to aftoniſh the 
molt obdurate Sinner ; a Voice at which Zdam hides 
himſelf, Caiz flyes :away, the People in the Defart 
Tremble, Zelſbazzar and his Retinue ſtand amaz'd; 
Daxtel loſes: his ſtrength,” and his Companions are 
afraid. And who eTe,fayes Aveuſtine;does not awake: 
at tis Thunder, he is not afleep but dead. - - -- 

:; In the ſecond place, He knocks at -our Doors .by 
Troubles; and by. the remorie:of: Conſeience : -and this- 
Knock, iBe/oved, is withoutnoiſe, we hear itnot; and: 
this is call din Scyptute adreadful ſound; a cry us f 4 
moman in 7ravail : greater fas than the roaring of a 
troubled Sea; or.of a rouz'd Lion , theſe are as the ſe-. 
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cret Reproachesofan Accuſer, or the Queſtions:and 
Interrogatories of Judge; when'our Conlciences ate 
prick'd, or like the Depoſitionsof at urgent witnels, 
or like the ran Judge decreeing bitter things 
againſt an Offender :- And this is the fad doleful voice 
that knocks without ceafingat the Ears and Heart: of 
a Cain, a Saul, or a perfidious Zchitophel, at the Ears 
of a Traytefous Fudas, a profane 7 tberias, a Parricide 
Nero, or a wicked Caracalla. Moreover, Jeſus knocks 
ſometimes by the voice of his. Chaſtilements, by the 
| approaches of his Judgments, and who is there among 
you-that does not know this was truein the Impri- 
ſonment of Jo/eph's Brethren, in the Bondage of the 
Children of //rae/, in a 4anaſſes in Chains, in the 
Judgments pronounced againit Vizeveh, and laſtly, 
by Sickneſsand Diſeaſes, by all which he drawes us 
unto him. He Knocks likewiſe at our doors by thoſe 
Examples he daily puts before our eyes, and thete are 
either Examples of Virtue: for our imitation; as the 
Patience of Fob, the Chaſtity of a Joſeph, the Zeal of a 
David, and the conſtant ' Perleverance of. to many 
Diſciples and Martyrs, enrich'd. with his Grace, .and 
long ſince Crown'd with his Glory.: , Or: theyare Ex- 
amples of Wickedneſs for our avoidance ; as the Abo- 
mination of Sodomn, the Sacriledge of chax, the Co- 
vetouſneſs of Vabal, the Impiety of 2bfalon, the Per- 
fidiouineſs of Fezabel, and an inkoite number beſides 
of the: like Sinners. And to-bethort, as the time! oh-' 
liges me, know, That this Charitable SaviourKnocks 
likewiſe by his Bleſſings, his Graces, his Patience and 
Long-ſuffering , by the Teſtimonies of his Providence, 
by his Kindneſs and Compaſſion, by the Riches of his 
Bounty. and proofs of his Clemency. Know likewiſe 
2bove all this, He Knocks at our.doors, when he blows 
his Trumpet from onnt Sinai, the Trumpet of the 
Golpel, by the preaching = his Word, and the m_— 
; ® 
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of his Oxacles, and his proflering his Mediation for a 
Peace 7 0 dey(fayes he) if younllhear bis Foice Jrarden 
wot your hearts: And this is a glorious advantage but 
few have received it,an Advantage deny'd heretofore 


-to many Nations and People, deny'd to a proud Zjre, 


and.an haughty Babylon; an imperious Rame, a Rich 
Ophyr; and ſtill deny'd to a great part ofthe habitable 
World,'to whom either the Voice of his Word is not 
atallcome or if come not ynderftood, no more than 
the Language of Canzar.to the Ez yptians ; or elle. dif- 
rus dand veil d by Forgers of Lies, falle Prophets,and 
uch as facrifice to.Baad, who joyr Chriſt with ZBellzl,. 
and light with darkneſs, and thewonthip of Idols with 
thatot the true God. | 
But, Zeloved, after all this I muſt avoych, 'That all 
theſe Knocks are but in vain, unleſs the fame Jeſus 
knocks at our Hearts withthe Hammer of his Holy 
Sprrit : if he doth not touch. our hearts as: he did: Fa- 
cab's Fhigh , if he does not draw us and thruſt us 
along, and quicken us evenas in the beginning of the 
Creation- he breath'd the ſpirit of life into .Zdar b 
which he: became a living man , or as be rais's thoſk 
who were dead, :as we read in the Goſpel :: he muſt 
make the.heavenly light of his Grace ſhine in us, that 
we may {ce and diftinguiſh our Lord God who knocks, 
ha art thos,Zord? and he anſwered, 7 am Feſus whom 
thy ſins have perſecuted: He muſt pour into our Souls 
the Oylof Grace, that. 1s, tlie deſire of Peace, a holy 
Behef and Confidence in hisMernits ; then weſhall cry 
out and ſay, Good Zord 7 ane-ready; what is it thou would'/# 


heave me to do! 


Beloved, T could with withi all my heart,our Saviour 
in like. manner would knockat every one ofour hearts. 
this day:: Alas! hitherto he hath. wearied himſelf 


with knocking and calling unto usby the voice of his 
Ninoiſters andProptiets:: Hehiath: knock d*too long: at: 


QurT: 
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our Gates by a Continual Tfouriſhii ans agpe' rity {pre 
that it wie frog 2 Sign and «rnd unto all the: 
World. He hath knack'dt6o by the Glorioirs Effects of 
his Long-fuffering, having ſpar'd you-as forttany Zvis, as) 

his Well-beloved Children, it the day of his Wyatt atid' 
Viſitation. Nay, Be/ovet;thoſe thany atid faridsy BleKings: 
which he hath-pour'd out upon your Towns, your Provitt-' 
ces, your Perſons and Families, with which he hath blef- 
ſed your Labours and Enterprizes ; {o maiiy tifnes 25he' 
hath preſery'd your Fleets, -miade your Armies Succeſs. 
ful, enrich'd your Towns, and brought into*your Ports,” 
whatſoever the Sea or Land, whatſoever both Zzaes or 
Arabia could afford ; the rich products both of Nature and 
Art: Ifay, have not all theſe t 7, been as ſo many blows 
by which our Saviour hath knoek'd at our doors even in 
the face of all Zwope'? Ladd further, hath he not knock'd 
andknock'd again at our doors; by raging Plagues, Peſtt- 
lential Feavers, and other new unknown Diſeaſes, which 
have been as Fire ſent immediately from Heaven to'con- 
ſumeus? Hath he not-knock'd-at our doors by Wats aiid' - 
rumours of Wars & the like; whichhave as ſo many blows 
defaced! your ſtately Piltars and Robfs?  - Hath he not 
knock'd by Diviſions and Breaches among our ſelves: by 
the ill ſucceſs or ſome little defe& or other in your Coun- 
cils, your Policies and Military Diſcipline ? Nay, hath he 
not ſufficiently knock'd at our doors, by-his laft-Viol of 
Wrath he hath fo'plentifally pour'd out upon tis; when 
ſince we would not open the'doots of our 'Hearts to him, 
he hath: broke down our Slaces, the Doors which were 
alwayes ſhut againſt that mercileſs Element which he 
hath now brought im among-us?.  - CE ns 

O miraculous Blindneſs! Will an "Ambitions man al- 
wayes have his Doors and Gates opet!to Great hen;a Mer- 
chant his to any by whom he may gain? will a Luxurious 
manalwayes have his'6pen to Pleaſure ? and ſhall we poor 
Sinners let-our Saviour ſtand knocking at our Gates, who 
comes totender vs a we. ſend- 
£94 2 
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him away ignominiouſly -as did Herod; or harden our 

Izarts.as the Riff-necked. Fewes, who reftus'd his Grace? 
Beloved, ;for the moſt part if we open our doors to this. 
Great. God; what arethey?- they are but the doors of our 
Ears ar our.Churches,) nor Alas them neither,but:torſome 

ew momentsof time, it may bean houror ſo: and-then. 
too to adjourn:till another time with Ze/fus. There be 


but few who'open to our Saviour thetrue Gate, the Gate 


of n holy Contrition, the Gate of an uafeigned Faith, and 
the Gate of;a,;filial Obedience, faying with Fairms,. Come 
Lord,enter. intomy houſe ; Or with Samnel, Speak Zord, for 


thy [ervant heareth, 


Poor Mortals!. that: cannot diſcern who it-1s that ſtands 
thus knocking attheir doors! that cannot ſee the Riches. 
of his Bounty and Long-ſuftering waiting upon them! But 
Beloved, the time-wall- come, thar he will change his Pa- 
tience-into Anger, hisRods.into Barrs of-Iron, and knock 
no longer. asa Friend,but as a Judge':. The time will come 
whenhe will withdraw his Holy Spirit from us; together 
with his Ark, his Tabernacle'and; his Prophets. Behold, 
(ayes the lame Jelus) rhe time ſhall come when you ſhall ſce me- 
129 more; and your houſesſhafl become deſolate; He will ſuffer 
us in like manner to knock at the door of Grace in vain, 
and with the Spouſe complain,, / ſought him, but found him 
not ;' 1 call a; but he anſwer d me nat. ' ofIc/t "> 

| My; Beloved, 'But few have thoſe awful apprehenſions 
of the Approach of onr; Lord and: Saviour whigh they / 
ought.to haver1Ita Perſon of Quality. ſhould ſtandart our 
doors, we ſee, it-drawes Reverence | Engng and; the ap- 
proagh: of.a Judge or-an Earthly Father keeps us 1n tear 
andrefpec : Nay, the very.Heathens did reſpect the very. 
Images-of-a Ceſar; or their Prinoes:; how pleaſant'is. rhe 
company of the. Phyſigian tothePatient? andhow;ravidh-. 
1pg tg. a poor Crimmal is the-Meſſenger- who. britgs:/his 
Pardon ?, O Blefſed Saviour, hew then ſhould: the- good 
ge? thy being; 2t-ourdoors Rir up in-us,0n the one | 
ſide.a holy, fear,whenowe. confidently Purity: and Great-- 
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neſs; on theother {ide Comfort, -when we conſider thy 
Mercy and Loving kindneſs. And though there be ſome 
who alwayes imagige thee to be afar off, as Judah did. in 
the time of £zekie/ ; Others who think thou 

* the Dilciples when thou. wert 1n the Ship: And ſome, 
who imagine thou.art as Senſeleſs as their falle gods, their a&.17.17; 
Images ;; Yet, O-Lord, do thou vouchſafe to be with us 

Atill ;- nay ſo near, that we may even ſee thice face to face, 
-and kiſs thy hand. | 
Alas, Beloved, *tis not above five or. (ix years fince that - 
ourNeighbouringTown little imagin'd their Angry Judge 
ſtood ſo near her very Gates ; when ſhe ſaw her ſweet. 
Streams infected, her Air turn'd into Peſtilential, her Peo- 
ple and Inhabitants languiſhing, and her Palaces forſaken : 
Nay, *tis;not many Months ſince this High and Mighty lit- 
tle dream't her declination, her Ruine was ſo near, that ſhe. 
ſhould behold her Beauty trodden under foot, her Crown 
turn'd Topſide-Turvy, her Scrong-Holds and Caſtles fur- 
prind and taken one after the other ,- that ſhe.ſhould ſee 
er Provinces in Bondage, her Seven Arrows diſ-united, 
her Treaſures and Exchequers exhauſted, her Liberty in- 
fring'd , her Strenge) confounded, She. little imagin'd 


rk of God taken Captive, her Chur-- 


PY 


oa 


ever to behold the d taken 
ches diſſipated, her Temples prophan'd and: turn'd into: 
bouſes of. Dagor, or into Priſons and Magazins. Nay, how 
' many are there of our Towns and: Cities that never ima-- 
gin'd in the leaſt that the Deſtroying Angel.was-ſo near 
their Doors and Gates, and that he.ſtood there ready with 
Arms.of deſtruction; when all of a {uddain they have be- 
held: their Houſes, their Ships all on fire, themſelves, ex- 
pos'd. to the. mercy. of a Ravenous Enemy, or an infolent 
Souldier, to the cruelty of Barbarians. . But to come to. 
this very. place, where. we now are, Beloved, hath, it not, 
analy So area of Slaughter and Blood ; have we, not 
ſcen thoſe Zamens who thought themſelves eftabliſh'dr 
firm enongh.. and who were ready to lay: in their hearts, 
£ am ſeated.in « ſure place, gndwha ſhall fling me ;out 7:1 ule 
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have we not ſeen themMaſſhacred in a cruel mynrive # have 


. they not been moſt ignominioufly treated, and cut ro 


pieces, when they little imagin'd they had been fo near 
the Gates of their own Sepulchres ? : 
But to come yet nearer, Beloved, athing Tamfure ftill 


| freſhinevery one of your memories; have we not ſeen, as 


if the Almighty had forgot his Covenant,our little World 
under Water, when the mercileſs Waves over-ran our 
pleaſant places, and our ſweet Gardens, more tertible for 
the time than thoſe of Voab? Have we not beheld:Sluces, 
our Bulwarks which we thought Impregnable, broken 
down, our Houſes deſtroyed, and with them our Mer- 
chandrzes and Wares ineſtimable? And yet bleſſed be 
God we have been as in the Ark : out of which we may 
behold God ſmiling upon vs ftill, we fee the [Dove re- 
agg ey the Oltive-branch, and the Waters 'decrea- 
ſing. How then ſhould theſe things carry onr hearts into 
Pious Thoughts and Meditations ,, how thonld: every. one 
in particular cry out with the Prodigal, Father, / have 


ſinned againſt Heaven, and againft thee, and ans 10 more wor. 


thy to be called thy Son. 5 NS 
Beloved, The ſame God which heretofore cryed* out to 
the moſt famous Church of Zagdfces, when ſhe was at the 
very point of deſtru&tion, I fay *tis the: fame God which 
calls out to you, ſaying toyou, OPeople of Holland! Loe,T 
ſtand at your doors and T knock, I ſay, heis ftill at your 
doors, Angry that he hath knockt-1o long in vain':. he 
knocks ſil, but in wrath ,, he calls out ſtill, but with a 
Voice of Thunder : and as far as we know, this is the. laft 
Advertiſement, the ſixth Trumpet. And yet after all this 
he diſplayes his White Banner his Flagg of Peace, he ſtill 
offers us his grace, 'tis time ſtill to let him in;and to re- 
ent ; the ſeyenth- Viol of his Wrath is not yet pour'd 
rth; the great Voice hath; not yet ' from 
—_— done, You, _ Iconfeſs _—_ _— 

pretty good beginning towards opening your doors to 
Almighty, by your Provetn , your Devotions, and-your 
Alms. In like manner he hath on his behalf begun to En- 
ter 


[23] 
ter 1n;by the viſible and miraculous Efes of his Provi- 


dence , by the condu@tand preſervation of your Ships and. 
Fleets, in the favourablenels of the Winds, and in the {ud- 


dain retreat of your Enemies who not long ſince moleſted: 


your Coaſts ; in the Exaltation of our Young Devi, and 
in the ſtrength of a firm Zeague : I fay,Beloved, he is ftill 
entring in'by the inclining the hearts of Enemies, and 

mediating for a Peace. We have had ſome among us, I 
confeſs, who have been too forward to-let in an Earthly 

Maſter, a fierce Conquerour , who have betray'd our 
Towns and Cities into the hands of Idolaters: But Bre- 
thren,who can we open our doorsto with more ſafety and 
ſecurity, and more honour, than to the Lord our Saviour. 

Yea,Lord, thou art ready to Enter ſtill into our Provinces, 

unto our Towns and Houſes, as their former Ancient Pro-- 
tector , as a Meſſenger of Peace and Herald of Grace: nay, 

Thou art not only ready to enter in unto us, but even to 

ſtay and: zo ſup with ms, having Invited this Flonourable 
Lſfembly on the next Lords Day to ſup with Thee 3: the 

—— mark without doubt of thy Friendſhip, Familia- 

Tity. and Communion : There where thou didſt of old 
. open the Eyes of thy Diſciples after thou hadſt broke 

Bread, 'tis there thou haſt promis'd to ſtay with us, nay 
to dwell with us ;. but. more eſpecially. in the Night of 
our Afflictions. 

Sayes Simon Peter unto our Saviour, Depart from me, O 
Zord, for 7 am a ſinfw man! And the Centurion touch'd 
with a ſenſe of his unworthinels, ſayes, Zord, 7 am not wor- 
"thy that thow ſhouldft enter under my roof | O Bleſſed Sa-- 
viour ! we have as much or more reaſon than any of them 
to cry out-and pray that thou wouldſt not come.among 
us poer Sinners, who have no place fit for thy reception, 
no place unleſs a ſtable, a withdrawing Room only fit for 
uaclean Beaſts ; no place, a poorhouſe neither {wept nor 
garniſh'd : And yet, O Lord, that we are finful men,is the 
greateſt Argument, the greateſt encouragement forus to 
call'and'cry out to thee, Come near; Good:Zord, unto-ne, en- 
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-zer 41 unto; forieven ſo,OLord, thou dwelleſt, thou art 


among the wicked daily, among /atthia#'s and Zuchers's, 
among the feeble and ſpiritually fick : and *tis thy work 
only ro make thy grace abound-where fin aboundeth, to 
ſanctifie the moſt defiled hearts, to mollifie the moſt ob- 
durate; to Tame the moſt Tebellious ; and of their im- 
pure habitations, to make a Temple for thy Holy Spirir. 
But why, good Lord, ſhouldft thou ſtand' at our doors ſo 
long ? Why ſhouldſt thou knock ſo many months,ſo many 
years, and all in vain? No, no, knock no more we be- 
ſeech thee, ſtand we pray thee no longer at our barrica- 
do'd doors _—_— entrance ; cry no--more from thy 
Sanctuary, Zoe! Behold | for alas! we are blind ; How 
ſhould we ſee, or know thee? We are deaf, how ſhould 
we hear thy voice ? We are all Paraliticks and lame. how 
ſhould we go.to let thee in ? But rather, O Lord, we pray 
thee open thou the doors of our hearts and enter in, fince 
thou alone haſt the true Key, the Aey'of David; ſince 
thers is nbthing can reſiſt thy powerful grace : Nay, Good 
God, inſtead of knocking —_— theſe doors which are 
lock'd and barr'd\, break em down, O Lord, battere'm 
to ſhivers, demoliſh e'm, pull them from off the very 
hooks by the very forc2 of thine Arm, and drive out-of 
this thy Temple thoſe who buy and ſell : Drive away, 
we pray thee, thoſe unclean ſpirits that inhabit there, 
thoſe mutinous and rebellious Paſhons that are till 
itanding at the very doors and entries of our Hearts to 
hinder thy' coming in. 

And now, Beloved, would you be fatisfy'd whether 
Jeſus hath knock'd in vain _—_— us > would 'you know 
if he hath open'd the door himſelf, or no? Whether he 
be come 1n, 1n Grace or no? Or whether he be come to 
Viſit only, or to ſtay and dwell with us? Take notice 
then, I beſeech'you, of theſe few Marks and Signs which 
I am going tolay down before you : _ 

Beloved, when Jeſus comes into any State or Common- 
wealth, into any Houle or any Heart, he preſently fayes, 
Peace be unto you: He 1s no fooner entred but he _ 
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ſs their Troubled Spirits ; drives away their Fears, | 
unites their Diſcords and Diviſions, and makes a Calm J 
throughout, yea,a Calm of Joy. PR | 
- Where there ;1s this happy Opening of our Hearts, -pre- 
ſently we ſee whole Zegions of Covetouineſs and Paſſions 
to fly out : but ſhut up again againſt the Tentations of 
the Devil and the World, and never to open but at the 
kind Entreaties of the Spirit of God, and of Grace, -even 
15 the Naturaliſts obſerve, That the mother of Pearl ne- 
yer opens it ſelf but to receive the Morning dew, and the 
Beams of-the Riſing Sun. 
There where this Divine Redeemer 1s once entred in, 
we keep that place apart that none come into it but him, 
Even as at this day 'tis the Cuſtome among ſome Eaſtern Bacon,deſcr. 
Countries in their Palaces and Houſes to keep a certain f Sapp. 
Door , one certain Apartment, wherein no perſon but Þ*s: 
their Prince muſt enter tn or abide. 
Whereſoe're this Divine Gneſt makes his Abode, there 
is 2 daily Communion with him in Holy Meditation, in 
Prayers, and abundance of every work of Grace. 
Whereloever this Merctful'Lord 1s received with Joy, 
there his Friends likewiſe are welcome ; thoſe, I mean,of 
his Train, thoſe who wear his Livery, v/z. the Poor and 
Needy. And as often as ſuch are at our Gates, we ought 
to imagine that our Saviour himſelf 1s there , that 'tis he 
who knocks and demands our Charity, and our Offer- 
ings: for even ſo .the Saints of Old Times have us'd 
Hoſpitality, They have Entertain'd Angels unawares: .þ.2,2, 
Tis there that the Saviour of our Souls is entred in with 
Efficacy : and we muſt believe as often as we come to 
the Lord's Table, that he comes to Sup with us, and to 
make us Sup with him., Far which we mult prepare our 
ſelves at leaſt with as. much. pains as 4Zephiboſheth did 
for to dine with David, or Facob with Joſeph. 
Wherefore, Good Chriſtians, I am bound to Exhort 
E you, 
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you, ſince you are within a very few dayes, to preſent 
your ſelves, at the Table of the True Joſeph, and at the | 
MyRerious Banquet of our Saviour Jefus Chriſt ; to \ 
come prepar'd with Hearts fit for his Reception: Oh 
thrice Bleſſed! if when he breaks the Bread to you 


Luk.. 24; by the hands of his Faithful Miniſters, your Hearts burn 


within you as did the Diſciples, if then your Eyes are 
open'd as was Fonathax's, and your Souls full of Comfore 
as Was Jacob's, who faid, ow let mee dye fince 7 have ſeen 
thy face. And then what Comfort wilt it be tous to fe 
our Saviour face to face ; not at an Earthly Table, bur 
that of his Heavenly Palace , not at a Banquet in Com. 
memoration only of his Death, but at the Eternal Tri. 
umphant Banquet of the holy Lamb: And then how 
will a Devout Soul rejoyce, I ſay, to ſee this Spouſe 
ſtanding at our doors? But more eſpecially when Death 
ſtands there, his laſt Herald, his laſt Meſſenger, then 
when our Souls ſhall be demanded of us from the hands 
of our Blefſed Saviour ; when our Conſciences ſhall be 
adjourned till the Day of Judgment, and the Catalogue 


. of our Sins and Tranſgreſſions difplay'd and open'd, 


Then, I ſay, our Souls which are Celeſtial will take ther 
flight towards Heaven, to the Sanctuary of Glory , to 
enter in at that Gate, that Place, where they ſhall con- 
tinually be Delighted, and Satisfy'd with thoſe Enter- 
tainments, which none but Angels enjoy in that Hea- 
venly Paradice for evermore. Amen. 


- FINTIS. 
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